The average Melanesian pig weighs in at 200 kg and, armed with 10 cm tusks, is a formidable adversary to the hunter. As the paper points out, injuries are commonly so severe that many gored hunters exsanguinate on the spot. Of the 20 patients who managed to reach hospital alive, three had penetrating abdominal injuries with bowel strangulation. Pneumothorax, a torn ulnar artery, injury to the knee joint, and a ripped scrotum were among the other injuries seen. Fluid replacement and intravenous antibiotics may be needed in cases of serious injury and the patient transferred to a hospital for surgical care. Wounds are generally deep and heavily contaminated; they require exposing by incision, debridement, copious irrigation, and delayed closure.
Spearing is the traditional way of killing feral pigs. Hunters carry a single barbed spear and take their dogs, which locate the prey and pursue the injured animals. Some dogs are trained to bite the scrotum of the boars from behind. The authors recommend several strategies to minimise the risk of injury: only skilled hunters should go in search of wild pigs, they should carry at least two spears, and dogs should be strong and well trained. Hunting with a shotgun without dogs should be avoided as the wounded pig may charge the hunter without warning. Care should be taken in handling domesticated pigs-they should be fenced in, and children with food in their hands should be kept well away.
Travellers walking through jungle where there may be wild pigs should be cautious-pertinent advice for medical students during their elective periods. Barss and Ennis give a succinct view of pig injuries in Papua New Guinea.3 Whether implementing their recommended safe hunting and village husbandry practices is possible is another matter. 
